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Service for the 3rd Sunday of Advent, 13th December 2020 
A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

Wherever you are, in church or at home, however you are worshipping with us today, you 

are welcome in the name of Jesus Christ.     During our service we shall be ordaining new 

elders and inducting returning elders.  We will also be sharing in Holy Communion.  If you 

are at home, please prepare bread and wine or fruit juice to join in Communion. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Our third candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent: a Light shining in the darkness. 

Let us pray. 

Holy, Mysterious, Calling God; you call us to worship 

you now.  We are not all together in one place, but 

we are one in our praise and love and worship of 

you.   We come to hear your glad tidings, to know 

your saving grace, to proclaim your love to a 

struggling world.  At times the world seems dark, 

cold and lonely.  We are confident that your love is 

working to bring warmth and light and hope.  We 

come to worship you. 

Amen. 

HYMN: On Jordan’s bank 
sung by the choir & congregation of the church during our 2016 carol service 
 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake, and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings from the King of kings. 

 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

make straight the way for God within; 

prepare we in our hearts a home, 

where such a mighty Guest may come. 

3 For Thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our Refuge and our great Reward; 

without Thy grace we waste away, 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

 

4 To heal the sick stretch out Thine hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth, and let Thy light restore 

earth's own true loveliness once more. 

 
5 To him who left the throne of heaven 

to save mankind, all praise be given; 

like praise be to the Father done, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

Charles Coffin 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


PRAYERS 

Let us pray 

We worship together because we share a common belief.   God the Creator made us, 

Jesus Christ makes us whole, the Holy Spirit strengthens and inspires us. 

We worship together because we are human, but we do not live up to our full potential as 

human beings.  We are stubborn and foolish and not honest with each other. We are selfish 

and hurt each other.  We are sorry.  We ask forgiveness.  We seek new life. 

God of love, giver of life, heal us and free us to be truly human.  Holy Spirit, speak to us.  

Help us to listen to your call, for we do not pay attention as we should.  

Come and fill this moment….. 

May God’s peace be real to us and may we know we are forgiven.  Peace to you. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  St John 1: 6-9, 19-28 

6 God sent his messenger, a man named John, 7 who came to tell about the light, so that all 
should hear the message and believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came to tell about 
the light. 9 This was the real light — the light that comes into the world and shines on 
everyone. 
19 The Jewish authorities in Jerusalem sent some priests and Levites to John to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 
20 John did not refuse to answer, but spoke out openly and clearly, saying: “I am not the 
Messiah.” 
21 “Who are you, then?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?” 

“No, I am not,” John answered. 

“Are you the Prophet?” they asked. 

“No,” he replied. 
22 “Then tell us who you are,” they said. “We have to take an answer back to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John answered by quoting the prophet Isaiah: 

“I am ‘the voice of someone shouting in the desert: 
    Make a straight path for the Lord to travel!’” 



24 The messengers, who had been sent by the Pharisees, 25 then asked John, “If you are not 
the Messiah nor Elijah nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?” 
26 John answered, “I baptize with water, but among you stands the one you do not know. 
27 He is coming after me, but I am not good enough even to untie his sandals.” 
28 All this happened in Bethany on the east side of the Jordan River, where John was 
baptizing. 

 

ADDRESS:  Revd Diana Cullum-Hall 

I think that if John the Baptist walked into church this morning, we would be surprised!  

Even back in the time of Jesus he would have been an unusual person.  He dressed in rough 

animal skins, he lived in the desert and ate locusts and honey, he had a long beard and long 

hair and he didn’t politely wait to be introduced before he spoke.  God calls all kinds of 

different people to do God’s work in the world.  John had an important message from God.  

He was a herald with a mission.  John was to announce the presence of Jesus in the world 

and nothing was going to stop him from doing the job God had ordained him to do. 

This morning five members of the church have responded to God calling them to be elders 

in the church.  Each one is unique and God needs each one of them, just as God needed 

John the Baptist.  Jo and Ann are becoming elders for the first time, so we shall be ordaining 

them.  Linda used to be an elder at Newton Road URC, and Alan and Liz have both been 

elders at Broadway before; so Liz, Alan and Linda have already been ordained.  This morning 

they will all be inducted as they come to serve as elders.  All five are answering God’s call to 

them.  They know that God has a job for them to do.  Later in the service we shall hear a job 

description for an elder.  It’s a big commitment.  The church is blessed to have people who 

respond in this way. 

We shall also hear that elders share with the minister in the pastoral oversight and 

leadership of the local church.  I am very aware that you do not have a minister of Word and 

Sacrament at the moment.  I am also aware that there are not enough ministers of Word 

and Sacrament to exercise ministry in the United Reformed Church as we would wish.  Until 

recently, I have been the Candidating Secretary for our Synod.  I have been responsible for 

taking people who believe they have a call from God to be a minister through the 

candidating process.  It is a lengthy process.  So I know all too well how few people are 

responding to a call from God to become a minister.  This is a concern I share with you.  It is 

wonderful that five people have responded to God’s call to become elders today and many 

people here at  Broadway respond to God’s call to many different kinds of ministry. 

As we rejoice today at the various ways people respond to God’s call at Broadway URC and 

we remember how John the Baptist fulfilled his mission for God, I have a question for you.  

Is God calling you today?  Does God have some special job for you to do?  Is there someone 

in this church whom God is calling to become a Minister of Word and Sacrament?  It might 

not be you, but maybe you can see someone in the church who hasn’t realised yet that God 

is calling them.  Is God calling you to speak to them? 



As members and elders of the church we hear words of commitment to each other and the 

gospel. 

 We will grow together in humility, gentleness and patience; 

 We will nurture each other in faith;  we will bear with one another in love; 

 We will make every effort to maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit in the bond of 

peace, so that we may faithfully proclaim the gospel of Christ. 

Amen. 

(At this point in the “live” service, the ordination and induction of elders will take place.) 

 

 

ORDINATION AND INDUCTION OF ELDERS 

The Lord Jesus Christ continues his ministry in and through the Church, the whole people of 

God called and committed to his service.  To equip them for this ministry, God gives 

particular gifts, and calls some of his servants to exercise them in offices duly recognised 

within the Church.  Some are called to the Ministry of Word and Sacraments, some are 

called to be elders. 

Elders share with the Minister in the pastoral oversight and leadership of the local church.  

To each is normally entrusted a group of members.  In the Elders’ Meeting, they take 

counsel together for the whole congregation.  They are responsible for making provision for 

Christian worship and education, for maintaining proper standards of membership; and for 

promoting witness and service to the community, mission at home and abroad, and the 

peace, unity and welfare of the Church.  It is their duty to arrange for proper maintenance of 

the church buildings, and to ensure the oversight of church finances.  Some elders represent 

the local church in the wider councils of the Church, and by virtue of their membership of 

these councils represent the whole Church to the local church. 

Elders, being elected by the church meeting, are ordained to their office and inducted to 

serve for such period as the church which elects them determines.  Their ordination and 

induction is an act of the Church.   

It is a big commitment.  I shall then ask Jo and Ann some questions, to which they will 

respond, “I do” 

 

AFFIRMATIONS (questions to Jo and Ann) 

Do you confess again your faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?   

In dependence of God’s grace do you re-affirm your trust in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord 

and your promise to follow him and to seek to do and to bear his will all the days of your 

life?   

Do you believe that the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments, as discerned under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is the supreme authority for the faith and conduct of God’s 

people?    



Do you accept the office of Elder of the United Reformed Church in the congregation and do 

you promise to perform its duties faithfully?   

 

ORDINATION 

Let us pray 

Thank you, God, for the various gifts which you give to your people, and for the varieties of 

ministry in the Church.  Thank you for all women and men of faith and integrity who have 

served the local church. 

Thank you for Ann and Jo.  Empower them with your Holy Spirit, give them humility and 

grace, so that by their faithfulness, they may show your love to your people, in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Holy God, In your name, and trusting it to be your will, we ordain Ann to be an elder. 

Holy God, In your name, and trusting it to be your will, we ordain Jo to be an elder. 

 

INDUCTION 

To the congregation.  You have decided in the Church Meeting to call Jo, Ann, Linda, Liz and 

Alan to be elders at Broadway United Reformed Church.  I have some questions for 

members of the church.  Your response, if you agree, is: “We do”. 

 

Do you, the members of this local church, accept and receive Jo and Ann, Linda, Liz and Alan 

to serve as elders among you?  We do. 

Will you encourage and support them and respond to their ministry, acknowledging that it 

comes to you from God?  We do. 

Eternal God, you have called us all to serve you in the world and to share your love with 

each other and our neighbours.  Through the decision of this local church you have called 

Ann and Jo, Linda, Liz and Alan to serve as elders.  Give them the promised blessings of your 

Holy Spirit and fill them with fresh vision and courage to lead this church in the work you 

have called them to do. 

Make them wise with the mind of Christ and give them the gifts they need to fulfil this 

service faithfully.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Jo, Ann, Linda, Liz and Alan:  in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and according to the 

decision of the church meeting, I declare you to be ordained and inducted to serve as elders 

and welcome you to this office. 

May the God of peace sanctify you entirely and may your spirit, soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless.  The one who calls you is faithful, and will do this.  Amen. 

 

 



CAROL: Lo, how a rose e’er bloometh 
sung by the church choir at a carol service in 2011 
 

1 Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as men of old have sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, 

amid the cold of winter 

when half-spent was the night. 

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

the rose I have in mind: 

With Mary we behold it, 

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 

she bore to men a Saviour 

when half-spent was the night. 

 
3 O flower, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air; 

dispel in glorious splendour 

the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God; 

from sin and death now save us 

and share our every load. 

German, 15th cent., tr Theodore Baker 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All across the world this morning Christians will be remembering the Last Supper of Jesus 

Christ. 

Many will be staying home, unable to meet together.  There will be some who are anxious 

and some who are grieving, some who are lonely and some who are exhausted by the toll 

the virus has been taking.  Many will be hopeful that vaccines will eventually bring the 

pandemic to an end.  Whatever our circumstances, wherever we are, we are united by this 

time of remembrance with our Lord.  We will remember his love for us and his humility, his 

courage and sacrifice.  We will remember that he was lonely and abandoned, betrayed and 

denied by his friends.  In spite of this, he was faithful and obedient to the end; he died a 

cruel death because he loved each one of us so much. 

Across time and space he invites us now, whoever we are, to share at His table. 

Let us remind ourselves what happened at the Last Supper. 

On the night that he was betrayed, as they were sitting at a meal, Jesus took a piece of 

bread, blessed it and broke it.  He gave it to the disciples saying, “This is my body.  It is 

broken for you.  Do this to remember me.” 

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new relationship 

with God, made possible because of my death.  Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 

Let us offer our prayer of thanksgiving, as Jesus did. 



Let us pray 

Creator God, we thank you for the wonder of your creation and each new gift you shower 

upon us.  We thank you for homes to live in, food to eat, for medical care and the ingenuity 

of scientists, for friends and families.  We thank you for sending your Son to share our 

humanity. 

Jesus, our Saviour, we thank you that you are always with us, our companion and friend, 

listening to our inmost thoughts, healing our brokenness, touching our hearts with joy and 

hope and love.  We thank you that women and men respond to your call. 

Gracious Spirit, we thank you that you guide us through the desert places, you lead us into 

the light, you inspire us with new insights and bring us to God’s grace. 

Thank you God for bread to break and wine to share. 

Amen. 

 

Jesus took the bread, blessed it and broke it.  He gave it to his friends saying, “This is my 

body. It is broken for you.  Do this to remember me.” 

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new relationship 

with God made possible because of my death.  Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 

 

 

As we have been richly fed, we offer our prayers of intercession…. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray 

Calling God, we pray for your Church when times are confused and many people have never 

heard the message of Christmas.  Strengthen our commitment to share your Good News.  

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

God of Love, we pray for nations across the world who struggle to cope with the coronavirus 

in different ways; for countries who have few resources; and for leaders, that they may be 

wise in their decisions. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for people who are on the front-line of dealing with the virus; for all who work for 

the NHS, in care homes, in supermarkets, in food distribution; for those responsible for 

distributing the vaccine and for scientists who continue to find new vaccines. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for people who are finding the continuing restrictions so hard; who feel lonely and 

anxious, who are concerned for their work and their income, who are concerned about the 

disruption to children’s education, who are bored and whose mental health is suffering. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 



We pray for people whose stories are no longer in the news, but who need our prayers 

today.  War and famine; poverty, injustice and disease continue in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for our congregation, particularly those who are grieving, those who are ill and 

those who watch loved ones who are ill.  We pray for people who usually sit near us in 

church. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

We pray for our loved ones and our neighbours. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

 

 
 

HYMN:  Jesus calls us 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment 

 

1 Jesus calls us o'er the tumult 

of our life's wild, restless sea; 

day by day his is voice sounding, 

saying "Christian, follow me." 

2 As, of old, apostles heard it 

by the Galilean lake, 

turned from home and toil and kindred, 

leaving all for his dear sake. 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world's golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying "Christian, love me more." 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these.". 

 

5 Jesus calls us!  By your mercies, 

Saviour, may we hear your call, 

give our hearts to your obedience, 

serve and love you best of all. 

C F Alexander 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Calling God, send us out into the world to share your Good News, bless and keep us, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. 
Amen. 
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