
This, and all other Broadway “virtual services” since Advent, are available online at 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html . 
 

Service for the 4th Sunday of Lent, 14th March 2021 
A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

Please prepare bread and wine/juice for use during Holy Communion 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Jesus was lifted up on the cross so that all could come to him. 
Let us choose to seek God in this place today, keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus 
and choosing to follow him. 
 

HYMN: Breathe on me 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
fill me with life anew,  
that I may love what thou dost love,  
and do what thou wouldst do.  
 
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
until my heart is pure,  
until with thee I will one will  
to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
'til I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
 
4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die,  
but live with thee the perfect life  
of thine eternity.  

Edwin Hatch 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Lord God, we approach your light. 

The light that shines in the darkness of our world. 

The light that searches the darkness of our hearts. 

The light that banishes the shadows that surround us. 

The light that causes some to turn away because they prefer the darkness. 

But we lift our faces to your light and walk towards you. 

Lord God, we approach your light. 

 

Heavenly Father, we worship you as the life force of the universe, flowing through all things, 

sustaining and reviving.  We worship you in the light that falls on us unseen, blessing us and 

guiding us towards you.  We worship you for the love that nurtures us. 

 

Life, light and love, we adore you. 

Lord, your light has flooded the world; 

but we have turned away, preferring darkness. 
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Lord, you have lifted up your Son that we might be forgiven; 

but we have turned away, preferring to remain in our sins. 

Lord, you have offered us eternal life; 

but we have turned away, preferring the pleasures of earthly life. 

Forgive us, O Lord, as we bow our heads before you. 

We do not turn away any longer.  We lift our faces to seek your light. 

 

God in heaven, when we have strayed from your ways, 

we thank you for giving us the chance to change direction. 

When our choices have been driven by our selfishness rather than love for you, 

we thank you for your forgiveness. 

When we have heeded the ceaseless chatter of the world rather than obeying your Word, 

we thank you for your patience with us.  

Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

St John 2: 13-22 

13 It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. 14 There in the 
Temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, and also the moneychangers 
sitting at their tables. 15 So he made a whip from cords and drove all the animals out of the 
Temple, both the sheep and the cattle; he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and 
scattered their coins; 16 and he ordered those who sold the pigeons, “Take them out of here! 
Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that the 
scripture says, “My devotion to your house, O God, burns in me like a fire.” 

18 The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can you perform 
to show us that you have the right to do this?” 
19 Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it again.” 
20 “Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked him. “It has taken forty-six 
years to build this Temple!” 

21 But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. 22 So when he was raised from 
death, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and 
what Jesus had said. 

 



ADDRESS:  Mr Geof Owen 

Igniting centrifugal force 

Any careful reader of John’s Gospel will notice that his account varies from his synoptic 

cousins at a variety of points, few more significant than in today’s reading.  Rather than 

place Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple at the end of Jesus’ public ministry – as Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke do – John places it here, at the beginning of the story. 

Why?  Because of distinct theological agendas.  Keep in mind that the Gospels are 

confessions of faith from the first century, rather than historical accounts of the twenty-first 

century.  So each difference provides us with a clue to the distinct confession of faith the 

particular evangelist offers.  In this case, the synoptic writers cast the disruption in the 

Temple as the final provocative act of Jesus that precipitates his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  

John, however, uses this same scene to announce the inauguration of a new era, one in 

which the grace of God is no longer mediated or accessed through cultic sacrifice but 

instead is available to all who receive Jesus as God’s Messiah. 

Notice, for instance, that not only the timing of Jesus’ actions is different in John’s Gospel, 

but so is the accusation he levels at the moneychangers.  Rather than accuse them of 

turning the Temple into a “den of robbers” – that is accusing them of defrauding the poor – 

Jesus instead says they have turned the Temple into a market place.  Ironically, however, 

the Temple had to be a market place – or at least have a market place – so as to enable 

devout Jews to purchase animals for sacrifice and to change the imperial coin for the local 

currency with which to make such purchases.  So when Jesus drives the animals out of the 

Temple, overturns the tables of the moneychangers and demands the end of buying and 

selling, he is really announcing the end of this way of relating to God. 

God is no longer available primarily, let alone exclusively, via the Temple.  Instead, as John 

confesses in the opening verses of his account, Jesus invites us to experience God’s grace 

upon grace through our faith in him.  Given that John’s account was written well after the 

destruction of the Jerusalem Temple by the Romans, his insistence – and perhaps 

reassurance – to his community that they would find God’s mercy in Christ outside rather 

than inside the Temple makes practical as well as theological sense. 

Many of us, I suspect, tend to think of church as a destination.  It’s a place you go to 

receive… well, spiritual things.  But, taking a cue from John, I wonder if we’ve got things a 

little backwards.  Don’t get me wrong, I think worship is important; but rather than 

imagining church is a place we go to for some experience of God, I wonder if we shouldn’t 

imagine it as a place we’re sent from in order to meet, and partner with, God in everyday 

life. 

C S Lewis’ third book of his Narnia series, The Voyage of the ‘Dawn Treader’, provides a 

wonderful illustration of what I’m talking about.  If you remember, in The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe, the four Penvensie children travel from war-torn London to Narnia and 

there meet the great lion (and Christ-figure), Aslan; and with his help they defeat the White 

Witch, who holds Narnia captive in a perpetual winter.  In the second book, the children 



travel back to assist Prince Caspian in obtaining his rightful throne and, at the end of that 

book, Aslan tells the two older children, Peter and Susan, that they will not return to Narnia. 

Now, at the end of the third book, Aslan meets Lucy and Edmund at the edge of the Eastern 

Sea and tells them the same: that this will be their last trip to Narnia.  Lucy is distraught at 

the prospect of not seeing the beloved lion again, but he reassures her that she will see him 

in her own world.  When she is surprised that Aslan is present in her world, he tells her that 

the whole reason for bringing her to Narnia for a time was so that, coming to know him well 

here, she would recognize him more easily there. 

Isn’t that a great image for church?  We come to church because, in the proclamation of the 

Gospel and sharing of the sacraments, we perceive God’s grace most clearly; but then we 

are sent out to look for God and, even more, to partner with God in our various roles and 

venues to love and bless the people and world God loves so much. 

But I’m not sure how many of us see church that way.  Or, more accurately, I’m not sure we 

see our homes, places of work, school, and other parts of our lives as places where God is 

present, let alone at work through us for the sake of the world.  And I think we may have 

unintentionally contributed to this confusion.  Let me explain.  David Miller, at the beginning 

of his book God at Work, describes an exercise he often does with groups of clergy….. 

"How many of you at the beginning of a new program and school year", Miller 
typically asks, "recognize Sunday School teachers, inviting them to stand, 
'installing' them, and/or praying for them?"  All the hands in the room go up. 

"And how many of you," he continues, "after your annual meeting and election 
of new church council (or Board of Elders or Vestry) members, recognize them 
during worship, 'installing' or 'consecrating' them and/or praying for them."  
Again, almost all the hands go up. 

"What about our youth?" Miller goes on.  "When your youth group goes on a 
mission trip, how many of you commission them before they go or pray for them 
while they are away?"  By this time, of course, the response is predictable, as 
most of the hands are raised. 

"One more question," Miller then says. "How many of you, come late March or 
early April, invite all of our Certified Public Accountants to stand, and then pray 
for them, knowing that for the next several weeks they will work seventy hours 
or more and that their labour keeps our tax system and government 
functioning?"  And now there are almost no hands raised in the air. 

Do you see what I mean?  By regularly emphasizing the roles we play at church, we 

unintentionally undervalue all the other roles of our lives: we lift up church as the one place 

where we meet God and live our religious lives and, in this way I think, undermine John’s 

insight and confession that God is out in the world waiting for us to partner with God. 

When I was at grammar school, I remember learning about the difference between 

centripetal and centrifugal force.  Centripetal force is what pulls objects toward the middle, 

whereas centrifugal force sends things to the outside.  I think our congregational life is 

dominated by centripetal force and I’d like us to work to change it to centrifugal, so that 

while people do indeed come to church to experience God, that experience and the clearer 



picture they gain of God from it, end up sending us back out into the world to serve God by 

serving our neighbour in the various vocational arenas of our lives. 

And we could help move to such centrifugal force in at least one easy way.  After opening up 

John’s confession, we could begin lifting up one vocational arena in our prayers and commit 

to doing that each and every week: something to think about when we are at our activities 

and interest groups.  We don't stop being Christians while we are there! 

 

HYMN: Be known to us 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Be known to us in breaking bread, 
but do not then depart; 
Saviour, abide with us, and spread 
your table in our heart. 

2 Here sup with us, in love divine, 
your body and your blood, 
that living bread, that heavenly wine 
be our immortal food. 

 

 James Montgomery (altd)  

HOLY COMMUNION 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. 

It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little, you who have been here often 

and you who have not been for a long time, you who have tried to follow and you who have 

failed. 

Come not because it is I who invite you: it is the Lord. 

It is his will that those who want him, should meet him here. 
 
Let us hear the story of how this sacrament began. 

On the night in which Jesus was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples.  While he was 

eating, he took a piece of bread, gave the blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the 

words “This is my body. It is broken for you. Do this in memory of me”. 
 
Later he took the cup of wine, saying, “This is God’s new covenant, sealed by my blood. 

Drink from it, all of you, to remember me”.  
 
And so now, following Jesus’ example and command, we take this bread and this wine, the 

ordinary things of the world which Christ will make special.  And as he said a prayer before 

sharing, let us do so too. 
 
Let us pray 
 
For us you were born, for us you healed, preached, taught and showed the way to heaven; 

for us you were crucified, and for us, after death, you rose again. 

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, for all that you have done and all that you promised, 

what have we to offer? 

But with you are mercy and the power to change us. 



So send down your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine, that they may 

become for us your body –healing, forgiving and making us whole – and  that we may 

become for you your body, loving and caring in the world until your kingdom comes. 

Amen. 

 

Among friends gathered around a table, Jesus took bread and broke it and said, “This is my 

body. It is broken for you. 
 
Later he took the cup of wine and said, “This is the new relationship with God, made possible 

because of my death. Take this – all of you – to remember me.” 
 
Here is your Lord coming to you in bread and wine.  These are the gifts of God for the 

people of God. 

 

(Eat the bread and drink the wine) 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  In Christ shall all be made alive. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray 

Most gracious God, we praise you for what you have given and for what you have promised 

us here.  You have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  You have fed 

us with the bread of life, and renewed us for your service. 

Now we give ourselves to you and we ask that our daily living may be part of the life of your 

kingdom, and that our love may be your love reaching out into the life of the world; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS of intercession 

Let us pray 

On the leaders of the nations, as they make decisions about international relationships 

especially on the leaders of China, Iran, Yemen and Myanmar: 

Let your light shine, and bring hope to your children. 
 
On the leaders of the Church, as they make decisions about church opening and mission 

activities for Passiontide and Easter: 

Let your light shine, and bring hope to your children. 
 
On teachers, teaching assistants, administrative staff and students as they settle back into 

schools: 

Let your light shine, and bring hope to your children. 

 



On those making decisions concerning the vaccination programme and the implementation 

of the roadmap to recovery: 

Let your light shine, and bring hope to your children. 
 
On those who feel isolated, those who mourn loved ones and those who are ill: 

Let your light shine, and bring hope to your children. 
 
Loving Lord, we look up to you and trust that your light will guide us in the path of peace, 

justice and love.  In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Love divine 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion,  

pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

2 Come, Almighty, to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  

never more they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

3 Finish, then, thy new creation;  

pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

‘til in heav’n we take our place, 

‘til we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

Charles Wesley 

 

BLESSING 

Lord of light, help us to look to you in the coming week. 

Guide us when the way ahead seems dark and full of obstacles. 

May we always give thanks, even in the darkest times, 

and enable us to shine as lights in the world. 

Amen. 
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