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Service for the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany, 17th January 2021 

A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We have come together into the presence of our Lord. 

Jesus, the Christ, unlocks the mysteries of God. 

 

HYMN: New every morning 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1. New every morning is the love 
    our wakening and uprising prove, 
    through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
    restored to life and power and thought. 
 
2. New mercies each returning day, 
    hover around us while we pray; 
    new perils past, new sins forgiven, 
    new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

3. If on our daily course our mind 
    be set to hallow all we find, 
    new treasures still, of countless price, 
    God will provide for sacrifice. 
 
4. Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be, 
    as more of heaven in each we see, 
    some softening gleam of love and prayer 
    shall dawn on every cross and care. 
 

5. The trivial round, the common task 
will furnish all we ought to ask. 
Lord, help us, this and every day, 
to live more nearly as we pray. 

John Keble 

 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray 

Loving and gracious God, we thank you that we are able to worship together as we begin 

another year.  We thank you that we still have opportunities to tell the world of your 

graciousness and goodness. 

We gather to worship you and praise you for all the wonderful gifts you have given to us. 

We praise you for the earth, for the sun, for the moon.  We praise you for mountains and 

valleys.  We praise you for the winds and rain. 

We thank you for our families & friends and neighbours: we will strive to serve them in all 

we do. 

Most of all we thank you and praise you for sending your only son, Jesus Christ, to come 

down to earth and be like us; that you could send your only son to live among us, to teach 

us the right way to live, allow him to die a slow cruel death on the cross and raise him up 

from the dead to new life again so that we might live. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


Mighty God, Lord of all, we adore you. 

We do try, mighty God, to live the way of Christ; but all too often we fall short of your loving 

way.  We ask you to forgive us for all our sins and help us not to stray again. 

Let us offer a time right now for each one of us to consider what sins we need forgiven 

today.  Our God will listen to each one of us.  Maybe we missed a chance to help someone, 

or we became angry when we should have stayed calm.  Offer your silent prayer to God 

now................ 

 

Thank you, God, for listening to our prayers.  May we be assured that you will forgive us our 

sins and give us another opportunity to serve you as you so rightly deserve. 

We offer these Prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

I Samuel 3: 1-10 

3 In those days, when the boy Samuel was serving the LORD under the direction of Eli, there 
were very few messages from the LORD, and visions from him were quite rare. 2 One night 
Eli, who was now almost blind, was sleeping in his own room; 3 Samuel was sleeping in the 
sanctuary, where the sacred Covenant Box was. Before dawn, while the lamp was still 
burning, 4 the LORD called Samuel. He answered, “Yes, sir!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “You 
called me, and here I am.” 

But Eli answered, “I didn't call you; go back to bed.” So Samuel went back to bed. 

6-7 The LORD called Samuel again. The boy did not know that it was the LORD, because the 
LORD had never spoken to him before. So he got up, went to Eli, and said, “You called me, 
and here I am.” 

But Eli answered, “My son, I didn't call you; go back to bed.” 

8 The LORD called Samuel a third time; he got up, went to Eli, and said, “You called me, and 
here I am.” 



Then Eli realized that it was the LORD who was calling the boy, 9 so he said to him, “Go back 
to bed; and if he calls you again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 
went back to bed. 

10 The LORD came and stood there, and called as he had before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Samuel answered, “Speak; your servant is listening.” 

St John 1: 43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come with 
me!” (44 Philip was from Bethsaida, the town where Andrew and Peter lived.) 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one whom Moses wrote about in the book of 
the Law and whom the prophets also wrote about. He is Jesus son of Joseph, from 
Nazareth.” 
46 “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” answered Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, he said about him, “Here is a real Israelite; 
there is nothing false in him!” 
48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you when you were under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

49 “Teacher,” answered Nathanael, “you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

50 Jesus said, “Do you believe just because I told you I saw you when you were under the fig 
tree? You will see much greater things than this!” 51 And he said to them, “I am telling you 
the truth: you will see heaven open and God's angels going up and coming down on the Son 
of Man.” 

Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN: Jesus calls us 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Jesus calls us o'er the tumult 

of our life's wild, restless sea; 

day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 

saying "Christian, follow me." 

2 As, of old, apostles heard it 

by the Galilean lake, 

turned from home and toil and kindred, 

leaving all for his dear sake. 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world's golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying "Christian, love me more." 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these." 

5 Jesus calls us; by thy mercies, 

Saviour, may we hear thy call, 

give our hearts to thine obedience, 

serve and love thee best of all. 

C F Alexander 

 



ADDRESS:  Mrs Kathleen Phillips 

Today, the scene set for us is that Jesus decides to head for Galilee.  That is when the 

encounter with Philip begins.  The first point is one that we can easily miss: at the very 

beginning of the story, there are the words, “He found Philip”. 

Jesus found Philip.  Philip didn’t find Christ: Christ found Philip.  The truth at the heart of the 

Christian story is not that you and I have found Christ, but that Christ has found us.  We did 

not decide for God: God decided for us. 

The thread that runs through the Bible is of a God who constantly seeks his people.  We all 

know the story of Adam & Eve.  They ate the forbidden fruit and realised they were naked.  

They were embarrassed.  They hid from God.  God was in the garden and he called to them 

“Where are you?”.  From the beginning, God has been seeking us out and finding us, just as 

he found Adam and Eve. 

It is humbling to know that our God sought us out.  I remember when God first called me.  I 

was in my last year at Little Bloxwich C of E School, so I’d be aged 10 or 11.  This week, I met 

a Minister who also felt called at such a tender age.  Of course, at that age I didn’t fully 

understand.  It was many years later that I truly listened. 

Once Jesus finds Philip, he issues a single command to him: “Follow me!”  By putting Jesus 

first in our lives, that is demanded of us too. 

I read of a youth worker who was teaching about discipleship.  Some of the questions being 

asked were “Can I be a Christian and still have a boyfriend?”, Can I gel my hair?”,  “Can I be a 

Christian and still go clubbing?”.  The answer he gave was “no”, but he went on to explain 

that there isn’t anything wrong with these things; what is wrong is that questions such as 

these are saying “I want to be a Christian, but to still hold back some part of my life for 

myself”. 

When Jesus calls us to follow him, he does not offer get-out clauses.  “He is Lord of all, or 

not at all.”  Following Jesus is a radical commitment that demands every aspect of our being.  

Of course we get it wrong sometimes and fall short of the ideal. 

Did you spot the second thing Philip did after following Jesus?  Did he go on an Alpha 

Course?  Did he go to church?  Did he get baptised?  None of these things!  We are told by 

John that Philip went to find his brother Nathanael and told him about Jesus. 

The first rule of being a disciple is very simply to tell other people about Jesus.  I think what 

is so lovely about this story is that Philip, who didn’t have great learning, was most effective 

in being an evangelist for Jesus.  Often we think we can’t talk to people about Jesus because 

we don’t know enough or we don’t know our Bible enough.  None of that really matters.  

We don’t need to be great theologians to be effective.  We just need to be passionate about 

Jesus and he will do the rest. 

So firstly, to be a follower of Jesus is to be found by him.  Secondly, to be a follower of Jesus 

means to tell others about him: to share the good news.  Thirdly, to be a follower of Jesus 

means to keep going despite the knock-backs. 



Sometimes, when we talk to people about Jesus being in our life, we are met with rudeness 

or cynicism.  Philip’s response to his brother when Nathanael came out with “Can anything 

good come from Nazareth?” was “Come and see!”  When challenge comes to us and our 

evangelism, we can say the same.  Don’t get into a great debate!  Simply say, “Come and 

see!” 

When they do come, will they find a warm welcome?  They certainly would here at 

Broadway URC, as my husband and I experience each time we come.  Will they find a sense 

of God being among us, and a sense that Jesus is here?  If they come and see, will they meet 

with God?  These are all good questions to ponder as we continue our mission. 

Being a disciple means being found by God, telling other about him and not being upset if 

the message is not always welcomed.  Being a disciple also means receiving peace and 

blessing from God.  As Christians, we know that peace and blessing can only come through 

our relationship with Jesus.  The more we allow Jesus to be at the centre of our lives, the 

more we shall know peace in our hearts. 

This seemingly simple story about the calling of Philip and Nathanael offers us so much 

teaching about discipleship.  We did not choose God, he chose us.  We are called by him to 

tell others. 

Jesus Christ is indeed a Saviour and to be followed.  It is a lifetime’s work for us to live out 

these two simple instructions: “Follow me” and “Come and see”.  Today, we follow; today, 

we come – and we will see! 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS of intercession 

Let us pray 

Let us pray to God, who knows us better than we know ourselves and understands our 

world. 

Lord, we know we are called to be the body of Christ.  Make us worthy of our calling, fervent 

in all our prayer & worship, loving, faithful and honest in our lives, so that the whole Church 

displays what God is like. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 

We pray for the grace and wisdom to care for this world we have been given as our home.  

We pray for perception in the difficult decisions and for commitment to justice and peace. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 

We pray for the homes around us, whose hopes and struggles, sorrows and fears, are 

already know to you.  We ask that each household be blessed as we pray, and your love fill 

each life. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 



We pray for the many who do not know you, and all whose hearts are poisoned with hate or 

weighed down by despair.  May your light scatter their darkness and bring them hope and 

healing. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 

We pray for everyone affected by the Covid virus.  We pray for doctors, nurses and all front-

line key workers.  We pray for continuing medical knowledge to alleviate the suffering.  We 

remember those we know who have died because of the virus. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 

We pray for all who have died to this life and are born into your heaven.  Comfort those 

who miss their physical presence and bring all to share in the fullness of your life. 

Draw us closer: closer to the heart of our God. 

We give thanks for all that points us to the beauty of your love and draws us closer to you. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Forth in thy name 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 

my daily labour to pursue, 

thee, only thee, resolved to know 

in all I think, or speak, or do. 

2 The task thy wisdom hath assigned 

O let me cheerfully fulfil, 

in all my works thy presence find, 

and prove thy good and perfect will. 

3 Thee may I set at my right hand, 

whose eyes mine inmost substance see, 

and labour on at thy command, 

and offer all my works to thee. 

4 Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 

and every moment watch and pray, 

and still to things eternal look, 

and hasten to thy glorious day; 

5 For thee delightfully employ 

whate'er thy bounteous grace has given, 

and run my course with even joy, 

and closely walk with thee to heaven. 

Charles Wesley (altd) 

 

THE GRACE 

Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all, evermore. 

Amen. 
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