
This, and all other Broadway “virtual services” since Advent, are available online at 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html . 
 

Service for the 5th Sunday of Lent, 21st March 2021 
A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

 

Our service today is led by Mr Chris Wall. 

INTRODUCTION 

Hello, everyone!  Although I can’t see you, it’s a privilege for me to be able to share in your 

worship today.  Hopefully, it won’t be too long before I can be with you again in person. 

Some very hard work seems to have been put into these ‘virtual’ services and you are 

obviously enjoying them. I hope today’s service won’t be an exception.  

We begin with a prayer. 

Let us pray 

Father God, we come before you today knowing that you have good things in store for us. 

Help us to learn from you and to take what we learn into our own hearts, then into our 

relationships with one another and with those in our community who have yet to come to 

know you.  

Yours, Lord, were the arms stretched out on the cross: a welcome to all, in the middle of 

your agony.  Yours, Lord, are the arms that today welcome us into your presence.  Yours, 

Lord, are the arms that enfold us in your loving embrace.  Heavenly Father, we thank you for 

all you have sacrificed for us to be with you today. 

Amen.  

 

HYMN: Take my life 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise. 

2 Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 

4 Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

5 Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee.  

Frances Havergal 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


 
PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Father, we thank you for the words of that hymn.  We pray that we will soon find again that 

joy of simply being alive to your creation, confident enough to move around without fear 

and without restriction, and that – in in the words of the hymn – our lives will be 

consecrated to you; that we would be ONE with YOU, in your will for our world.  

Now let’s pray the prayer that Jesus himself taught us, in the traditional version:     

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

St John 12: 20-33 - Jesus predicts his death 

20 Some Greeks were among those who had gone to Jerusalem to worship during the 
festival. 21 They went to Philip (he was from Bethsaida in Galilee) and said, “Sir, we want to 
see Jesus.” 

22 Philip went and told Andrew, and the two of them went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has now come for the Son of Man to receive great glory. 24 I am telling you 
the truth: a grain of wheat remains no more than a single grain unless it is dropped into the 
ground and dies.  If it does die, then it produces many grains. 25 Those who love their own 
life will lose it; those who hate their own life in this world will keep it for life eternal. 
26 Whoever wants to serve me must follow me, so that my servant will be with me where I 
am.  And my Father will honour anyone who serves me. 

27 “Now my heart is troubled—and what shall I say?  Shall I say, ‘Father, do not let this hour 
come upon me’?  But that is why I came—so that I might go through this hour of suffering. 
28 Father, bring glory to your name!” 

Then a voice spoke from heaven, “I have brought glory to it, and I will do so again.” 

29 The crowd standing there heard the voice, and some of them said it was thunder, while 
others said, “An angel spoke to him!” 

30 But Jesus said to them, “It was not for my sake that this voice spoke, but for yours. 31 Now 
is the time for this world to be judged; now the ruler of this world will be overthrown. 
32 When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to me.” (33 In saying this he 
indicated the kind of death he was going to suffer.) 

Thanks be to God 



ADDRESS   

The episode described in today’s reading can be found only in John’s gospel, which is fitting 

as his was the gospel written to present the truth of the Christian faith to the Gentiles, ie 

non-Jews, who Jesus called the “other sheep, not from this fold, who I also have to gather 

in”.  So it’s natural that John should tell his readers about this group of Greeks who, he says, 

“were among those who had gone to Jerusalem to worship at the Feast of the Passover” 

and who wanted to meet Jesus personally.  John isn’t specific about their religious beliefs or 

why they wanted to see Jesus, so we are left to draw our own conclusions.  

They may have been ‘proselytes’, people who have switched from one religion to another. 

In New Testament Greek, the word ‘proselytos’ referred to those who had converted to 

Judaism.  This was possibly a group of men who had given up worshipping many gods, to 

worship just ONE god: the God of Israel.  Normally, it takes at least a year for a potential 

convert to be accepted into the Jewish religion, giving them sufficient time to experience 

the full cycle of Jewish festivals.  During that time they would also study the Jewish 

alphabet, the Jewish Law and other Jewish ways of life, following which the Rabbi mentoring 

them would decide whether or not they were ready to be accepted.  

It’s possible of course, but less likely, that they were simply curious visitors. The Greeks 

were habitual travellers, driven by a desire to travel far and wide to do business and to 

experience other cultures; but it was also in their nature to seek after TRUTH. And in 

Jerusalem that day was a man who they had heard claimed to know and speak ‘truth’.  

When they found Jesus, we hear that they hesitated to approach him personally.  Why was 

that?  

Although on several occasions in the past, Jesus had ministered to Gentiles – on one 

occasion even feeding four thousand of them – this small group would have been aware 

that Jesus’ ministry was primarily to “the lost sheep of Israel”.  Maybe, being vastly 

outnumbered by Jews that day, they didn’t feel confident enough to approach him directly.  

On the other hand, if Jesus was in that part of the temple where Gentiles weren’t allowed to 

enter, they would have had to ask one of his disciples to bring him out to them.  Either way, 

they use Philip, one of the twelve, as a go-between. 

But why Philip?  Maybe, because Philip was a Greek name, they thought they would be able 

to speak Greek to him – or at least that he would be sympathetic to their request. 

Interestingly though, their spokesman – pleadingly - calls Philip “sir”; so perhaps they 

weren’t confident that Jesus would agree to see them.   

What was so important that only Jesus could satisfy their curiosity?  From what John reports 

Jesus as saying next, it’s safe to assume they were seeking clarification on a theological issue 

that they either didn’t understand or about which they couldn’t agree, such as circumcision 

or what was or wasn’t clean.  Whatever it was, Jesus seems to discern their mood without 

even meeting them.  He chooses to tell them what he considered to be the thing they 

needed to hear more about than anything else - salvation.  I suspect, though, that the 

message Jesus asked Philip and Andrew to take to them was less complicated, more concise, 

than what we read in verses 23 to the end.  After all, Jesus’ disciples had often found it 

difficult to understand his teaching.  



Jesus undoubtedly knew that the Greeks believed that death wasn’t the end, but that there 

was a journey for the soul to some kind of ‘afterlife’.  But he also knew that they believed 

this ‘afterlife’ to be meaningless and, like we do now, they were seeking that spiritual peace 

of mind that only Jesus can provide.    

Now Jesus was definitely not one to avoid confrontation.  So why did he choose to convey 

his message through Philip and Andrew, rather than do it himself?  Firstly, time was running 

out for him, so it made sense to delegate.  More importantly, perhaps, there was a huge 

crowd of Jews around who might cause unrest at seeing Jesus giving these Gentiles a 

personal audience.  So he wanted to avoid anything that might have created a distraction 

from his plans.   

Let’s be thankful that, forty to fifty years later, John – Jesus’ first cousin – the “disciple Jesus 

loved”, the one who was closest to him both personally and intellectually, sat down in 

Ephesus and gave the early church this gospel: an eye-witness account of Jesus’ ministry and 

teaching, reinforcing the message of the New Testament letters to the various churches 

written, much earlier, by such as Paul.  Now, 2000 years on, we ourselves can enjoy 

encouragement and hope through having John’s gospel placed in front of us.  This passage is 

full of challenges for us, and I want to briefly mention three of them…. 

Firstly, Jesus explains to his disciples the reason why he has to die and that, through 
his willingness to do that, the Father will glorify him.  As an illustration, he uses the 
image of new life through death, as seen in the plant world.  Painting a picture of 
the future growth of his Church he says: “Unless a seed falls to the earth and is 
buried in the soil, there will be no harvest”.  Furthermore, on the cross and by his 
resurrection, he will draw all people to himself, regardless of nationality, ethnic 
affiliation or status.  Good news, then – and not only for the Greeks.  

Secondly, he explains to them that, from now on, in order to gain entry into the 
Kingdom of God where they would enjoy eternal life, people will need to let go of a 
life based on personal aims and ambitions – such as status and wealth – and take 
up a life of honouring God and serving their fellow human beings: “the two greatest 
commandments” and a summary of all ten. “The man (person) who loves his life 
will lose it”, he says, “while the man who hates his life in this world, will keep it for 
eternity”.   

Thirdly, he challenges his disciples by saying: “Whoever SERVES me must FOLLOW me 
and “My Father will honour the one who serves me”.  If we’re not careful, we can 
miss the significance of the few words between those two phrases, when Jesus says 
“Where I am, my servant also will be”. Here, Jesus is quoting from the Old 
Testament scriptures, using the words of the prophet Azariah, from 2 Chronicles 15 
v 2, when Azariah comes to Asa, who ruled over Judah at the time, and says: “Listen 
to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you, when you are with 
him”.  

All of you, I’m sure, often pray to God that he will be with you in your difficult times.  Most 

of you at Broadway URC will, over the last year, have had disappointments, hurts and even 

times of grieving over family or friends.  I heard an eminent preacher say, not that long ago, 

that we don’t need to pray that Jesus will be with us, because he promised he always would 



be.  I know what that preacher meant, of course, but praying to God for his peace and 

protection is the natural thing to do, isn’t it?  And I’m sure God’s heart stirs when we do it. 

But think about this: do we ever pray that WE might be WITH God?  A personal relationship 

with someone should be a two-way thing.  God wants his disciples to be with him all the 

time.  We are ‘in him’ and he wants us to be ‘with him’.  We have been born again, of the 

Holy Spirit, and we should be living under the lordship of Christ.  It’s not enough simply for 

Jesus to be with his servants.  He wants his servants to be with him.  So pray also for help in 

being ‘with’ Jesus, and in being in step with his will and direction, working to HIS agenda, 

under HIS terms and in HIS strength.   

As we progress slowly towards a ‘new normal’ life, we should be asking God how we might 

be ‘with him’.  What he has in mind for us as individuals and as ‘church’, and what he might 

want us to give up in order to make room for the new challenges he has for us.  We need to 

be ready, because “where the Lord is, there should we also be”.   

 

 

HYMN: When I survey 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

 

 Isaac Watts  

PRAYERS of intercession 

Let us pray 

A PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Heavenly father, it was your death that was the seed that enabled the Kingdom of Heaven 

to grow and you have sown the seed of your love into our hearts. Help us now to open 

those hearts to each other and to others.  Forgive us for not welcoming strangers as 

naturally as you do, for being sceptical.  We confess we do not always see people the way 

YOU see them.  Forgive us also Lord, for the times when we have submitted to worldly 

standards rather than holding on to yours.  

Jesus, we thank you that, through your life and death, we have a perfect example of love 

and service to others – and the knowledge that you are such a loving father, who is always 

willing to forgive.  So thank you for welcoming us back whenever we stray from your path. 

Amen.     

 



A PRAYER FOR THE PANDEMIC 

Lord Jesus, may we for whom this time has been an extremely difficult one, remember the 

families of those who have lost their lives. 

May we, who don’t have any underlying conditions, remember the most 

vulnerable. 

May we, who have the flexibility to work from home, remember those who have no 

option but to risk going to the workplace. 

May we, who have had to cancel well-deserved holidays, have the patience to wait 

for another opportunity. 

May we, who have to quarantine at home, remember those who have nowhere 

they can call ‘home’.  

May we, who live with our families, remember those who live alone. 

May we, who cannot wrap our arms around our loved ones, find ways to be the 

loving arms of the Father.   

Lord of our lives, our refuge and our strength, our “ever-present help in times of trouble” 

(Ps 46 v1), and who has trodden paths as difficult as ours, help us not to lose sight of our 

common humanity, that makes us one people in you. 

Amen.  

A PRAYER FOR THE COVID VACCINE PROGRAMME 

Father God, we give you thanks for all those people who have worked so hard to bring us to 

this point; those who have worked together to find the vaccines that will, in the course of 

time, restore our communities to health and wholeness.  We pray that these vaccines will, 

through the generosity of the wealthiest of our nations, reach every corner of our world. 

Thank you Lord, for all the healthcare workers and volunteers, who continue to work 

tirelessly to enable us to become protected. 

Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR OUR POLITICIANS  

Lord Jesus, we pray for our Prime Minister, his Cabinet, and indeed all our Members of 

Parliament, civil servants and local councillors, as they work together to bring us through 

these difficult times - not just as regards the pandemic but also, in the aftermath of Brexit, 

our troubled economy and our new relationship with the Biden administration in the USA.  

Give them all the courage and wisdom, Father, to make the right decisions: decisions that 

will enable our people to come together to build a brighter future for all. 

Amen.         

A PRAYER FOR COUNTRIES IN CONFLICT 

Lord, we think today of the situations in Myanmar and Yemen, and pray for a return to 

democracy and social justice and an immediate ceasefire in these regions.  Help the powers 

that be to understand that violence or force will never bring more than a temporary 

solution, and the only way to a lasting peace is through negotiation and an appreciation of 

one another’s point of view.  Bring them to the table, Lord, so that no more lives will be lost.  

Amen. 



Merciful Father, accept all these prayers for the sake of your only son, our saviour, Jesus 

Christ. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Be Thou my vision 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art― 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 

thou ever with me and I with thee, Lord; 

thou my great Father, thy child let me be; 

thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

3 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun, 

grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Ancient Irish, tr Mary Byrne & Eleanor Hull 

 

BLESSING 

Lord, in covenants old and new you have held your arms open to your people.  Help us to 

look for your direction in all we do.  Bless us this coming week and give us a spirit of 

welcome and friendship.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 
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