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Service for the 2nd Sunday of Lent, 28th February 2021 
A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord 

and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.  

For dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 

 

HYMN: At the name of Jesus 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1. At the name of Jesus 
    every knee shall bow, 
    every tongue confess him 
    King of glory now. 
    'Tis the Father's pleasure 
    we should call him Lord, 
    who from the beginning  
    was the mighty word. 
 
2. Humbled for a season, 
    to receive a Name 
    from the lips of sinners 
    unto whom he came, 
    he became a witness, 
    faithful to the last, 
    and returned victorious 
    when from death he passed. 

3. In your hearts enthrone him; 
    there let him make new 
    all that is not holy, 
    all that is not true. 
    He is God the Saviour, 
    he is Christ the Lord, 
    ever to be worshipped, 
    trusted and adored. 
 
4. When this same Lord Jesus 
    shall appear again 
    in his Father's glory, 
    there with him to reign, 
    then may we adore him, 
    all before him bow, 
    as our hearts confess him 
    King of glory now. 

Caroline M Noell 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray 

God, journey with us as we remember why your Son turned his back on Galilee and strode 

towards Jerusalem. Journey with us and open our eyes to see his mind, his heart, his 

dedication, his worries, his fears, his questions, his love, his single-mindedness, his sacrifice. 

Come, by your Spirit; and within our worship and prayers, speak to our deepest selves, so 

that Jesus’ friendship and example may be so impressed on our experience that our own 

dreaming and deciding will draw strength, wisdom and insight. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


May this Lent be a time of sacrifice – the making sacred of each moment, hour and day; the 

making holy of our relationships in the way of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

St Mark 8: 31-38 

31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. He will be put to 
death, but three days later he will rise to life.” 32 He made this very clear to them. So Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But Jesus turned around, looked at his disciples, 
and rebuked Peter. “Get away from me, Satan,” he said. “Your thoughts don't come from 
God but from human nature!” 

34 Then Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him. “If any of you want to come with 
me,” he told them, “you must forget yourself, carry your cross, and follow me. 35 For if you 
want to save your own life, you will lose it; but if you lose your life for me and for the 
gospel, you will save it. 36 Do you gain anything if you win the whole world but lose your life? 
Of course not! 37 There is nothing you can give to regain your life. 38 If you are ashamed of 
me and of my teaching in this godless and wicked day, then the Son of Man will be ashamed 
of you when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

HYMN: When I survey the wondrous cross 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

Isaac Watts 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

 



ADDRESS:  Mr Keith Walton 

Our reading today immediately follows an event regarded as being a critical point in the life 

of Jesus.  They had been in the north of the country when Jesus challenged his disciples with 

a question of his identity.  With his disciples acknowledging that he was the Messiah, he 

turned south heading – for the last time - to Jerusalem and, as we now read, began to 

explain to his disciples what this really means. 

Peter’s immediate reaction shows clearly that he – and, presumably, the other disciples – 

did not really understand the nature of Jesus as Messiah.  They undoubtedly expected an 

earthly show of power and great prestige for all of them.  Jesus, though, knew that the truth 

was far different and called for total commitment. 

Billy Graham used to say “Salvation is free, but discipleship will cost you everything.”  That is 

a good expression of Jesus’ teachings on the cost of discipleship.  It leads to the question 

“Am I just involved with Jesus or am I completely committed to Jesus?” 

You may have heard the classic joke about the chicken and the pig talking of going into 

business together.  The chicken says “Mr Pig, we should open a restaurant”  The pig replies 

“I’m not sure – what would we call it?”  The chicken answers “What if we called it ‘Ham and 

Eggs’?  The pig didn’t like that.  “No thanks.  I’d be committed but you’d only be involved.”  

The chicken counters with “What if I am committed as well?”  The pig asks how she could be 

committed and the chicken explains “We can open a place called ‘Wings-N-Ribs’ ”  The pig 

answers “With both of us committed, I’m in!” 

The question about discipleship is “Are we just involved with Jesus, or are we completely 

committed?”.  I’m sure we are all familiar with the verse John 3:16 (‘God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life’).  

It is an important verse, full of God’s love; but the simplicity of our response – our believe – 

is open to misunderstanding.  To be committed disciples of Jesus means that believing in 

Jesus is much more than a decision of the mind: it is a life of trust and obedience to him. 

In our reading today, we find Jesus saying, “If any of you want to come with me, you must 

forget yourself, carry your cross and follow me.” Let us think about this verse for a few 

minutes.   

The first thing to note is “if any of you”. In similar passages in other gospels, it is clearly 

spread wider, with Jesus saying “If anyone wants to follow me” – and anyone really means 

anyone.  No one is excluded from the possibility of being a disciple of Jesus.  Discipleship is 

not just for a chosen few – not just for an elite.  No one is too good or too bad to begin to 

follow Jesus.  Everyone is invited to follow him.  It doesn’t matter what people have been 

like in the past.  It doesn’t matter what they have done in the past.  Salvation and 

discipleship is open to anyone and everyone.  The greatest excluding factors for discipleship 

have to do with the cost that everyone must be willing to pay when they accept Jesus’ 

invitation. 

Then the next important words are “want to come with me”.  Jesus wants us to understand 

that following Him requires everything that we have.  You may recall the parable of the 

Pearl of Great Price, where a man sells everything he has to buy a field where there is buried 



treasure.  When we find the life we can have in Jesus, then we should come after Jesus like 

the man who pursued the pearl. Disciples of Jesus find that following him is a pursuit that 

will cost them everything. 

This commitment is clear in the next words – “you must forget yourself”.  We cannot follow 

Jesus without denying ourselves.  One of the things John Wesley gave to the Methodist 

Church was the annual Covenant Service with the Covenant Prayer which begins “I am no 

longer my own but yours.  Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; put me to 

doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you.” 

There is another challenging phrase in that verse in Mark’s gospel: “carry your cross”.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the theologian and martyr, wrote “When Christ calls a man, he bids 

him come and die. 

Everyone recognises the cross as the symbol that represents Christianity and discipleship.  

Others could have been chosen.  What about the dove – a symbol of peace?  The church 

where I am a member has a stained-glass window, depicting a dove, visible from the road 

and flying towards the High Street.  Or how about a rainbow – a symbol of hope and 

promise and, as recorded in the story of Noah, a sign of God’s covenant with mankind?  Or a 

shepherd’s staff, a symbol of protection and leadership.?  Rather than any of these, Jesus 

chose the symbol of the cross. 

We might try to sanitise the symbol – perhaps making it a piece of jewellery.  Most crosses 

you see in churches are smooth and, in some ways, not threatening (at St John’s, we have 

an illuminated cross, hanging high up, which everyone comments on when first entering the 

church); but make no mistake about it, the cross was an instrument of torture and death.  

On one of my visits to the Holy Land in the 1990s, we visited a Scripture Garden between 

Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  There were reconstructions of many of the features one finds 

mentioned in the gospels (things like watchtowers, threshing floors and grape presses).  At 

one point, turning a corner, we were confronted by three crosses.  These were not nice 

smooth constructions: they were the remains of trees that had been cut to demonstrate the 

ways in which crucifixions might actually have happened.  We all found the sight shocking. 

For the people of that time, the cross was a means of execution which the Romans used to 

force them into submission.   

When Jesus made that statement, the people heard and understood that the cross is a 

symbol of humiliation, suffering and death.  When Jesus says that His followers must take up 

their cross, He is inviting us to die to ourselves – to die to our own desires, pursuits, and 

plans.  Every day we must make the decision to die to ourselves and to live from Christ.  Our 

cross is not just some challenging situation or responsibility but the taking up of our cross is 

turning over our whole selves and lives to God. 

C S Lewis puts it this way – Christ says “Give me all. I don’t want so much of your time and 

so much of your money and so much of your work.  I want you.”  No half-measures are any 

good.  Jesus goes on to say “If you want to save your own life, you will lose it; but if you lose 

your life for my sake and the gospel, you will save it.”  Taking up a cross and dying to self 

sounds like a decision that would make us miserable, but when we do it – when we die to 



ourselves and take up our cross, we find the surprising side effect of dying to Christ: we 

discover true life.  Giving up our lives gives us the life we so desperately wanted all along! 

To summarise, everyone can be a disciple, but it costs everything.  Are we paying the cost of 

discipleship?  Are we denying ourselves and taking up our cross daily and following Jesus?  

 

PRAYERS of intercession 

Let us pray 

Lord Jesus, walking the painful road that led to your cross, still you took time to respond to 

the people you met.  Our road is broader, its end more clear, our burdens lighter.  Help us to 

meet the needs of those we meet. 

We pray for those for whom the roadside is their only home, for those in towns and cities 

who sleep in shop doorways, and for those who beg for our small change. 

We pray for people for whom the road is a place of injury or death, and those bereaved by 

road accidents. 

We pray for those for whom the road ahead seems closed, those in despair or suffering 

from depression, those who have no opportunity to use their skills in employment, those 

trapped in false relationships, or whose situation is a seeming cul-de-sac. 

Help us to see people rather than problems.  As sisters and brothers of the travelling Christ, 

help us to support and encourage each other along the way.  Give us love enough to stop 

and care for those with whom we journey. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Thou art the way 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Thou art the Way: to thee alone 
from sin and death we flee; 
and he who would the Father seek, 
must seek him, Lord, by thee. 

2 Thou art the Truth: thy Word alone 
true wisdom can impart; 
thou only canst inform the mind, 
and purify the heart. 

 

3 Thou art the Life: the rending tomb 
proclaims thy conquering arm, 
and those who put their trust in thee 
nor death nor hell shall harm. 

4 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 
grant us that Way to know, 
that Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
whose joys eternal flow. 

George W Doane 

BLESSING 

Lord, we have remembered your redeeming love.  May we keep to your way, bearing each 

other’s burdens, loving each other as you have loved us; that the world may know that we 

are your disciples.  In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, Amen. 
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