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Service for Trinity Sunday, 30th May 2021 

A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

INTROIT:  Spirit of the living God – Daniel Iverson 
sung by the church choir, a recording from 2002 
 
A very warm welcome to worship this morning.   Wherever you are, at whatever time, 
however you share this worship, you are a precious child of God and you are welcome. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Today we celebrate!  We have found our tongues! 
We can whisper our wonder.  Laugh out loud our joy. 
Speak about our concerns.  Share our Good News about Jesus. 
Shout from the rooftops our enthusiasm and love – and be heard and understood! 
Today we celebrate!   We are able to come together to worship God. 
 

HYMN:  Come down, O Love Divine 

1 Come down, O Love divine, 

seek Thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with Thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

2 O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

and let Thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path 

illuming. 

3 Let holy charity 

mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 

true lowliness of heart, 

which takes the humbler part, 

and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with 

loathing. 

 

4 And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling; 

no soul can guess its grace, 

till he become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. 

Bianco da Siena 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Come, Holy Spirit, come as the robin in the morning, awakening our hearts with your song. 

Come as the dove in the evening, bringing blessing and peace. 

Come as the blackbird at noonday, gladdening the world with joy. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


Creator God, Saviour Jesus, Inspiring Spirit, we bring our prayers to you. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for this beautiful day and for all the gifts and love you shower upon 

us. 

Thanksgiving for creation’s wonder, for Jesus’ saving grace for each one of us, for the Holy 

Spirit who gives us wisdom and words for our lives. 

Thanksgiving for people who have given their kindness and talents, their time and their gifts, 

their energy and compassion to bring aid in this time of pandemic. 

Thanksgiving for loved ones who have died.  For all they have been to us, for their love 

shared and treasured memories. 

Thanksgiving for this church, for all our friends and family who worship here, and that we 

can meet here together to worship you.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  St John 3: 1-17 

3 There was a Jewish leader named Nicodemus, who belonged to the party of the Pharisees. 
2 One night he went to Jesus and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher sent 

by God.  No one could perform the miracles you are doing unless God were with him.” 
3 Jesus answered, “I am telling you the truth: no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he 

is born again.” 
4 “How can a grown man be born again?” Nicodemus asked.  “He certainly cannot enter his 

mother's womb and be born a second time!” 
5 “I am telling you the truth,” replied Jesus, “no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he 

is born of water and the Spirit. 6 A person is born physically of human parents, but he is born 

spiritually of the Spirit. 7 Do not be surprised because I tell you that you must all be born 

again. 8 The wind blows wherever it wishes; you hear the sound it makes, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it is going.  It is like that with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” asked Nicodemus. 
10 Jesus answered, “You are a great teacher in Israel, and you don't know this? 11 I am telling 

you the truth: we speak of what we know and report what we have seen, yet none of you is 

willing to accept our message. 12 You do not believe me when I tell you about the things of 

this world; how will you ever believe me, then, when I tell you about the things of heaven? 
13 And no one has ever gone up to heaven except the Son of Man, who came down from 

heaven.” 
14 As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same way the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 For 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not die but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, 

but to be its saviour. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 

SERMON:  Revd Diana Cullum-Hall 

Some of you might know that I am a ‘BBC Weather Watcher’.   Every day I take photos which 

try to show what the weather is like that day and send it to the BBC.  Sometimes they will 

use one of my photos on the weather forecast.  It is always very exciting when one of my 

photos is shown!  (My weather watcher’s name is “Di’s Walk”.)  One of the most difficult 

kinds of weather to photograph is when it is windy.  You cannot actually photo the wind, but 

only the consequences of the wind: a flag blowing, a kite flying, trees bending in the wind,  a 

flower pot blown over, ripples on water, washing blowing on the line.   I am always looking 

for new ways to show that it is a windy day. 

In our reading today for Trinity Sunday, Nicodemus goes to see Jesus in the night.  

Nicodemus is an important and wealthy man.  We know he is important because he is a 

Pharisee.  Pharisees dedicate their lives to obeying the Law in every detail and are highly 

respected in the community.  The laws are studied and expounded to such an extent that 

there is no part of life that isn’t covered by the law.  For instance it is specified that any   

offering to God has to be an exact weight; it is defined what kind of knot you can tie on the 

Sabbath as to whether it is considered to be labour or not.  Pharisees are concerned that 

everything is precise and are constantly looking for new ways to define the law.  

Nicodemus is also wealthy.  In John’s gospel we read that Nicodemus went with Joseph of 

Arimathea to take Jesus’ body to the tomb - and Nicodemus took expensive spices to cover 

the body.  So this important, wealthy, learned man who is constantly seeking new truths 

goes to visit Jesus in the night.  He has recognised that Jesus is from God because of the 

miracles that Jesus does and he wants to know more.   Jesus seems to almost talk in riddles, 

saying that a person must be “born again” to see the Kingdom of God.   Nicodemus is 

bemused by this strange statement and says “a grown up cannot be born again!”  Jesus 

explains that he is not talking about a physical re-birth, but a spiritual re-birth: “to be born 

spiritually of the Spirit”. 

I have sometimes been asked if I have been “born again” and I have found this to be a 

difficult question.  People who ask this question seem to refer to some specific ecstatic 

revelation and frequently it’s about “talking in tongues”.  They will tell you that if you 

haven’t experienced these things, you are not a “real Christian”.  By that definition I am not 

a real Christian, yet I believe I have been blessed with the gift of the Spirit.  How can I know 

this?  The Spirit isn’t visible.  I haven’t “spoken in tongues”. 

In Jesus’ night-time conversation with Nicodemus he is giving a vivid answer to that 

question.  Jesus says “The wind blows wherever it wishes; you hear the sound it makes, but 

you do not know where it comes from or where it is going.  It is like that of everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.”    

It is a bit like a weather-watchers photo of the wind.   You cannot see the Spirit but you can 

see the consequences of the gift of the Spirit in someone’s life.   I think it is easier to see the 

gift of the Spirit in someone else’s life than your own.   And yet there are times when I feel I 

am prodded to act in a way that I don’t necessarily want to.  I am inspired to do something 



out of the ordinary, there is something inside me that pushes me to act in a way that 

demonstrates the fruits of the Spirit, which is nothing to do with my own selfish self-

interest.  I also know that there are times when the Spirit is guiding me to do something, or 

speak some words, and I ignore that prompting.  The wind of the Spirit blows in me and I 

shut the door, but the Spirit is still there waiting for me to respond to its prompting again.  

The gift of the Spirit hasn’t gone away. 

I know many of you here today and am privileged to call you fellow Christians and my 

friends.  I have seen the Spirit working in you in so many ways over the years.  I have 

observed the consequences of the Spirit blowing in your lives. 

There is a wonderful verse in Paul’s letter to the people of Galatia when he reminds them of 

the gifts of the Spirit.  As we acknowledge the Spirit’s work in our own lives, let us remind 

ourselves again of the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, humility and self-control. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: Breathe on me 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Breathe on me, breath of God.  

Fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what you so love, 

and do what you would do. 

 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God,  

until my heart is pure, 

until with you, I will one will: 

to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

my will to yours incline, 

till all this selfish part of me 

glows with your fire divine. 

 

4 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

so shall I never die, 

but live with you the perfect life 

of your eternity. 

Edwin Hatch 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Let us pray 
 
Generous God, today we give our thanks for the gifts of the Spirit. 

We offer our own gifts, gifts we first received from you, and we dedicate them to your 

service.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

This is the table of the Lord, it is not the table of the Church.  It is to be made ready for 

those who love him and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often 

and you who have not been for a long time, you who have tried to follow and you who have 

failed. 

Come, not because it is I who invite you: it is our Lord.  It is his will that those who want him 

should meet him here. 



Now let us hear the story of how this sacrament began…. 

On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples.  While they 

were eating, he took a piece of bread, said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the 

words, “This is my body.  It is broken for you.  Do this to remember me.” 

Later, he took a cup of wine, saying “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood.  

Drink from it, all of you, and remember me.” 

So now, following Jesus’ example and command, we take this bread and wine, and as he 

said a prayer before sharing, let us do so too. 

Let us pray 

Gratitude, praise, hearts lifted high, voices full and joyful... these you deserve. 

For when we were nothing you made us something. 

When we had no name and no future, you called us your children. 

When we lost our way or turned away, you did not abandon us. 

When we came back to you, your arms opened wide in welcome. 

Look, you prepare a table for us offering not just bread, not just wine, but your very self; so 

that we may be filled, forgiven, healed, blessed and made new again.  You are worth all our 

pain and all our praise. 

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, for all that you have done and all that you have 

promised, what have we to offer? 

Our hands are empty, our hearts are sometimes full of wrong things.  We are not fit to 

gather up the crumbs from under your table, but with you is mercy and the power to 

change us. 

So as we do in this place what you did in an upstairs room, send down your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine, that we may be healed, forgiven and made whole; and 

that we may become for you, your body, loving and caring in the world until your kingdom 

comes.  Amen. 

 

Among friends gathered round a table, Jesus took bread, broke it and said “This is my body, 

it is broken for you: do this to remember me”. 

Look, here is your Lord coming to you in bread and wine.  These are the gifts of God for the 

people of God.  Eat and remember…… 

Jesus took a cup and said “This is the cup of the new covenant: drink from it all of you and 

remember me.”…….. 

Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a half-hearted peace; but the peace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ is with us now. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into yours.  

Take us, renew us and remake us.  What we have been is past; what we shall be, through 

you, still awaits us.  Lead us on. Take us with you.  Amen. 

Communion liturgy taken from A Wee Worship Group, 4th Incarnation 



PRAYERS of intercession 

We bring our prayers of concern for other people and situations which we are aware of 

today.  Please respond to the words “Trinity of love” with “bring healing, bring peace”. 

Let us pray 

Creator God, Saviour Jesus, Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers of intercession to you. 
We pray for people whose past impacts each day –  

 for people who are grieving for a loved one who has died; 

 who have suffered a life-changing trauma; 

 whose lives are embittered by old quarrels and enmities; 

 whose circumstances have been effected by unemployment, lost educational  

 opportunities,  financial instability and loss of physical, mental or spiritual health. 

Trinity of love: bring healing, bring peace. 
 
We pray for people around the world at this moment in time – 

 for people who are experiencing war, violence and domestic abuse; 

 who are hungry, in pain, or in a hospital bed; 

 who are frightened by the Coronavirus and seek treatment for a loved one; 

 who are isolated and wonder how they will interact with people again; 

 who are struggling with addictions and temptations; 

 and we pray for all who are worshipping you today. 

Trinity of love: bring healing, bring peace. 
 
We pray for people as they look to the future – 

 for people who are looking forward to meeting up with family and friends; 

 who look forward to ‘live’ music and theatre, sport and cinema; 

 who look forward to having a cup of tea with a friend; 

 who look forward to coming to church together and worshipping – and singing; 

 and we pray for people who are anxious about the future: 
the effects of Climate Change, injustice, discrimination and disease. 

Trinity of love: bring healing, bring peace. 
 
In a time of quiet we bring our prayers for those who are particularly in our thoughts today 
and we pray for ourselves.…………………………………………… 

Trinity of love: bring healing, bring peace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 



HYMN:  O breath of life 

1 O Breath of life, come sweeping through us, 

revive your church with life and pow'r; 

O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us, 

and fit your church to meet this hour. 

2 O Wind of God, come bend us, break us, 

‘til humbly we confess our need; 

then in your tenderness remake us, 

revive, restore, for this we plead. 

3 O Breath of love, come breathe within us, 

renewing thought and will and heart; 

come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, 

revive your church in ev'ry part. 

Bessie Porter Head 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

 

BLESSING 

Trinity of love, stay with us as we go into the world; 
bless us with courage, strength, love and wisdom, 
now and always, 
Amen. 
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